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DURHAM, N.H. - Coos County residents are largely optimistic about their future despite
significant economic challenges, especially in the Berlin/Gorham area, finds a new study from
the Carsey Institute at the University of New Hampshire. As part of a three-pronged effort to
understand the ongoing changes in New Hampshire's North Country and surrounding counties,
researchers at the Carsey Institute have surveyed more than 1,700 adult residents of Coos
County, New Hampshire and Oxford County, Maine and have published the results today in
"The State of Coos County," a policy brief by Chris Colocousis.
"The report demonstrates the tenuous position that the county is in today," said Colocousis, a
Carsey research assistant and a Ph.D. candidate in sociology at the University of New
Hampshire. His recent work has focused on the dynamics of change in North Country
communities. The survey asked about 100 questions on resi-dents' experiences of change,
their levels of concern about environmental issues, and the key issues they feel their
communities are facing.
Rachael Stuart, senior program director at the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation, said,
"The North Country is in the midst of a transformation of historic proportion. The Carsey
report, which describes this region as at a crossroads, provides insights into how Coos County
residents are thinking and feeling about new challenges...and new opportunities. Not
surprisingly, more than two-thirds of those surveyed say they live in Coos County for the
extraordinary natural amenities and quality of life. At the same time, opportunities for youth
and good paying jobs are identified as significant challenges. The report challenges us all-local
residents, policy makers and community leaders-to consider how the county can utilize the
rich natural and social resources to create a new, vibrant future for the region."
The brief is part of a joint project with the Neil and Louise Tillotson Fund of the New
Hampshire Charitable Foundation, which includes a bi-annual survey of adults in Coos and
Oxford counties; a 10-year panel study following youth; and a socio-economic indicator site
that will provide researchers and policy makers regularly updated data about the region. That
project has also launched a website today that will serve as a valuable center of original
research for area policy makers and non-profit organizations. The website can be found at
www.carseyinstitute.unh.edu/trackingchanges.html.
The brief, The State of Coos County, can be found at:
http://carseyinstitute.unh.edu/trackingchanges_publications.htm For a hard copy of the brief,
please contact Amy Sterndale at the Carsey Institute.
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The Carsey Institute at the University of New Hampshire conducts research and analysis on
the challenges facing rural families and communities in New Hampshire, New England, and the
nation. The Carsey Institute sponsors independent, interdisciplinary research that documents
trends and conditions affecting families and communities, providing valuable information and
analysis to policymakers, practitioners, the media, and the general public. Through this work,
the Carsey Institute contributes to public dialogue on policies that encourage social mobility
and sustain healthy, equitable communities. The Carsey Institute was established in May 2002
with a generous gift from UNH alumna and noted television producer Marcy Carsey. Visit us
online at http://carseyinstitute.unh.edu/.
The New Hampshire Charitable Foundation has been improving the quality of life in our
communities since 1962. It builds and manages a collection of charitable funds, totaling
nearly $490 million, created by individuals, families and corporations. The Foundation is nonpartisan, frequently playing the role of convener and catalyst on a broad spectrum of issues
that affect our state. The Foundation awarded more than $33 million in grants, scholarships
and initiatives last year; more than $125 million in just the past five years. Based in Concord,
the Foundation roots itself in communities across the state through seven regions including
Lakes, Manchester, Monadnock, Nashua, North Country, Piscataqua and Upper Valley. For
more information, visit www.nhcf.org, or call 603-225-6641.
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